
RECIPIENTS 
JOHN H. THWEATT ARCHIVAL ADVANCEMENT AWARD 

ESTABLISHED 2011 

2001  
John H. Thweatt (posthumous), Clarksville 
Sen. Douglas Henry, Nashville 
Secretary of State Riley C. Darnell 
Benton County Genealogical Society, Camden 
Friends of the Archives of the City of Kingsport 
Friends of the Metropolitan Government Archives of Nashville-Davidson County 

2002  
Walter T. Durham, Tennessee State Historian, Gallatin 
Clara Swann, Chattanooga-Hamilton County Bicentennial Library 
Margaret Payne, Union City Historical Records Project Volunteers 

2003  
Larry McClanahan, Metro-Nashville, Davidson County Public Records Commission 
Linda Grandstaff, Wilson County Archives, Lebanon 
Barbara Fagan, Bradley County Public Library, History and Archives Branch 

2004  
Robertson County Archives, Springfield 
Peggy Bevels, Lincoln County Archives, Fayetteville 

2005  
Dr. Edwin S. Gleaves, State Librarian and Archivist, Nashville 
Jackie Glenn, Blount County Archives, Maryville 
Brian Wilson, Archives of the City of Kingsport, Kingsport, Tenn. 

2006 
Reda Bilbrey, Overton County Archives 
Jill Hastings-Johnson, Montgomery County Archives, Clarksville 
Tom Leatherwood, Shelby County Register of Deeds 

2007 
No award given. 

2008  
Thomas E. Partlow, Wilson County Archives, Lebanon 



2009  
Gordon Belt, “The Posterity Project,” Kingston Springs 
Mary Helms, Chattanooga-Hamilton County Bicentennial Library 
Suzette Raney, Chattanooga-Hamilton County Bicentennial Library 

2010 
Dr. Ellen Garrison, Middle Tennessee State University 
Mrs. Jeanne Sugg, former State Librarian & Archivist 

2011 
Dr. Marie Tedesco, Director- Master of Arts in Liberal Studies program, East Tennessee 
State University, Johnson City 
Allen Forkum, Editor- The Nashville Retrospect, Nashville 

2012 
J. Mark Lowe, Professional Genealogist, Springfield 
Ken Fieth, Director, Metropolitan Archives of Nashville & Davidson County, Nashville 

2013  
Susan Knight Gore, Archivist- Historical Foundation of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, Bartlett 
Carol Roberts, Conservation Manager, Tennessee State Library and Archives 

2014 
Dixon Pentecostal Research Center, Cleveland 
Morgan County Archives, Wartburg 

2015 
Ed Frank, Curator of Special Collections, University of Memphis Libraries, Memphis 

2016 
Sara Harwell, archivist, Disciples of Christ Historical Society (retired) 
John F. Baker, Jr., author, genealogist, “The Washingtons of Wessyngton Plantation: 
Stories of My Family’s Journey to Freedom.” 

2017 
Norma Myers Riddle, Archives of Appalachia, Johnson City 
Bonnie Martin, Sumner County Archives, Gallatin 

2018  
Jere Cox, County Archivist, Gordon Browning, Governor Gordon Weaver Browning 
Genealogical Library and Museum, McKenzie 



Brianne Johnson Wright, City Archivist, Archives of the City of Kingsport, 
Kingsport 

2019  
Darla K. Brock, Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville 
Doris Rivers Martinson, Knox County Archivist, Knoxville 
Yolanda Gibbs Reid, Robertson County Archivist, Springfield 

2020  
Kelly Wilkerson, Education Outreach Coordinator, Tennessee State Library and Archives 
David Sowell, Assistant Archivist-Legislative Recording Program, Tennessee State 
Library and Archives 

2021 
No award given. 

2022 
Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives (SBHLA), Nashville 
McClung Historical Collection, Knoxville 
Chris Barlow, Overton County Archivist, Livingston 
Barbara Garrett Nicolson, Giles County Archivist, Pulaski 
Steve Cotham, Knox County Historian, Knoxville 

2023 
Sarah Calise, Metadata Coordinator and Curator of Community Histories, Special 
Collections and University Archives, Vanderbilt University, Nashville  
Nashville Public Library – Shared Systems Team: Kyle Cook, Jenny Lane, Jenny Ellis 
Judy Henley Phillips, Archivist, Coffee and Franklin County Archives  

2024 
Tennessee Room, Jackson-Madison County Public Library 
Evelyn Keele, Jackson-Madison County Public Library 
Jack Wood, Jackson-Madison County Public Library 

2025 
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