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News and Notes

STA Officers 2009:

Steve Cox
President
University of Tennessee
At Chattanooga
Chattanooga, TN

Jim Havron
Vice-President
Nashville Public Library
Nashville, TN

Lucinda Cockrell
Secretary
Center for Popular Music
Middle Tennessee State
University
Murfreesboro, TN

Amber Barfield
Treasurer
Tennessee State Library
and Archives
Nashville, TN

David R. Sowell
STA Archivist
Tennessee State Library
and Archives
Nashville, TN

Jay Richiuso
Newsletter Editor
and Designer
Tennessee State Library
and Archives
Nashville, TN

Ashley Via
Assistant Newsletter
Editor
Tennessee State Library
and Archives
Nashville, TN
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(more News and Notes on page 7)

Federal Agencies Collaborate on Digitization Guidelines

A dozen federal agencies are launching an initiative to establish a common set of
guidelines for digitizing historical materials. Basing its efforts on a combination of
collaborative research and combined experience, the Federal Agencies Digitization
Guidelines Initiative will address a variety of issues related to the complex activities
involved in the digitization of cultural items.

Two working groups have been formed, one addressing content that can be cap-
tured in still images, the other involved with content categorizing sound, video, or mo-
tion picture film. The initiative includes a new website,
www.digitizationguidelines.gov .

The Federal Agencies Still Image Digitization Working Group will focus its efforts
on content such as books, manuscripts, maps, and photographic prints and negatives.
The Federal Agencies Audievisual Working Group will address standards and prac-
tices for sound, video, and motion picture film.

The agencies began meeting in 2007 to identify common practices for digitizing
cultural heritage materials in a sustainable way. Establishing guidelines is expected to
increase the quality and consistency of digitized documents and media that are made
available to the public, streamline workflows, reduce costs, promote the exchange of
research, and encourage collaboration across agencies. The guidelines will also pro-
vide common benchmarks for digitization providers and manufacturers.

The website currently features two documents developed by the Still Image Digiti-
zation Working Group. The first proposes a minimal set of embedded TIFF metadata
for use in historical and cultural heritage digital imaging. The second two -part docu-
ment presents a taxonomy of digital image characteristics and provides correspon-
dence metrics and criteria to describe and validate imaging performance and quality.
The website also provides a glossary of digitization terms and concepts, and presents
digitization -related news and events on the subject from the participating agencies.

This collaborative effort initially formed under the sponsorship of the National
Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program, a Library of Congress -
led program initiated by Congress in December 2000 to develop a national strategy to
collect and preserve digital content. Additional information is available at:
www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08 -177.html .
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The State Library and Archivesd6 next
and death records in genealogical research. The workshop will be presented by TSLA
staff member Gregory G. Poole, and will take place at TSLA on February 28, 2009,
from 10:00 AM through Noon. The workshop is free and open to the public. TSLA is
located at 403 Seventh Avenue North, Nashville.

When doing genealogical research one of the first things genealogists or anyone
searching for their ancestors should do is find clues in obituaries and death records.
Obituaries and death records are hidden gems of information about people. They are
the final report on
that may not appear anywhere else. Obituaries often contain names of family mem-
ber s, |l ocation of birth, church

This workshop will cover the basics of using obituaries and death records in genea-
logical research. Some of the topics included are:

(seeObituaries on page 7)
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Cover photographs, clockwise from upper lefittendees at a Thursday session; Ken Fieth,

Metro Archivist; Nancy Williams; Taffey Hall, STA President; Leah High; the DuBose Cen-

ter; STA past presidents Doris Martinson, Jay Richiuso, Norma MBjieidle, Mancil John-
son, Taffey Hall (outgoing STA president), Carol Robesnter Dr. Trudy Peterson.
Photographs by Jim Havron
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